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Spring is almost here!  This is the time of year that most families start making plans for summer.       
Having a child with special health care needs presents a challenge when considering a summer camp.  
Fortunately, those of us with kids needing special treatments or numerous medications have options.  

There are numerous camps around the country that cater to the needs of special 
children and their families.  Going to camp is a special part of childhood and these 
special camps create memories of a  lifetime for the children and families that par-
ticipate.    Children also create friendships that last a     lifetime, as well.   We have 
seen an amazing things happen as our children have gotten to know others who 
also have Shwachman-Diamond Syndrome.  They have grown in confidence and no 
longer feel alone.  We at SDA hope that you enjoy this issue dedicated to summer 
camps and travel.  

even Shwachman-Diamond 
Syndrome.   

In the summer of 2007, our 
family traveled to Maine for a 
week at Camp Sunshine for the 
first time.  Camp Sunshine is 
the only camp of its kind in the 
country.  The entire family 
attends the weeklong camp 
together.   Camp offers ses-
sions with certified social 
workers and has many activi-
ties for the families and chil-
dren.   We attended a general 
hematology weekend which 
included Shwachman-
Diamond Syndrome.  In the 
summer of 2008, Camp Sun-
shine will have a week exclu-
sively for Shwachman-
Diamond Syndrome.   This 
week is sponsored in part by 
SDSF.  Now is the time to start 
looking into camps and sub-
mitting your applications.                   

(Continued on Page 2) 

Many years ago, we heard 
about a wonderful group of 
ÃÁÍÐÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ (ÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
7ÁÌÌ 'ÁÎÇ #ÁÍÐÓȢȱ   ! 
Shwachman-Diamond Syn-
drome family from New York 
first introduced us to these 
camps and shared the experi-
ences their children had while 
attending.   When we moved 
to North Carolina,  we were 
lucky that Victory Junction 
Gang Camp (VJGC) was so 
close to our home.  We de-
cided to put in an application 
for a family weekend and had a 
wonderful time at the camp.   

Victory Junction is an all NAS-
CAR themed camp for kids 
with chronic and life -
threatening illnesses started by 
Kyle and Patti Petty in honor 
of their son Adam.  Families 
attend camp sessions on week-
ends during the spring and fall, 
while children attend week-
long camps during the sum-

mer.   The family weekends are 
not only a respite from the 
medical challenges, bills and 
insurance hassles, they are a 
way for children to become 
familiar with the camp before 
the children attend for a full 
week without parents. Our 
family has been blessed to 
meet so many families from 
around the country through 
attending camp.  Our children 
have formed lasting friend-
ships.  Through these friend-
ships, they have come to know 
that they are not alone, that 
there are other children who 
battle chronic illnesses and 
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